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Addressing the Foster Care Crisis

Each year, over 250,000 children enter the
U.S. child welfare system and over 23,000
children age out of foster care.

What Their Future Might Hold:

e HUMAN TRAFFICKING: 70% of human
trafficking victims in the U.S. spent
time in foster care.

o INCARCERATION: In several states,
65% of inmates aged out of foster care.

e HOMELESSNESS: There are two
million 18-24-year-olds living
homeless in the U.S., many of whom
spent time in foster care.

e PREGNANCY WITHIN A YEAR: 71% of
young women become pregnant within
one year of aging out of foster care.

There is a shortage of good families stepping
up to care for these vulnerable children and a
lack of support for the families who are
fostering.

The Church is the Solution!

Caring for the orphan is a demand of the
Gospel. Our parishes can help by raising
up more loving foster families and
increasing our support to them. One way
to support a foster family is through a Care
Team, which offers prayers, weekly meals,
rides, and childcare to a foster family. Care
Teams have been shown to increase the
retention rate of foster families from 50%
after one year to 90%.

10 Ways to Support Vulnerable
Children in Foster Care

1.Pray! The most important thing we can do is
to pray for the children in care and the
families who love them.
2.Use Social Media to help increase awareness
of the foster care crisis.
3.Register at CarePortal (www.careportal.org)
to find out about the material needs of foster,
kinship and birth families in your area.
4.Raise Awareness of the Foster Care Crisis.
Host "A Family for Every Child" event at your
parish. Show a Springs of Love video and
invite your local foster care agency to speak
about the needs in your community.
5.Support a Foster Family. Offer prayers, food,
childcare, rides, & material support or start
an official Care Team for them.
6.0ne-Time Service Projects. Provide blankets,
backpacks, sensory toys, stuffed animals, and
school supplies to local youth in care.
7.Host a Foster Parents' Night Out. Provide
restaurant gift cards for the parents and fun
activities for their children.
8.Become a Respite Provider who hosts
children occasionally to provide breaks for
foster parents.
o.Become a Foster Parent. Ask God if He is
calling you to foster a child. Contact your local
foster care agency to find out about training.
10.Support Springs of Love through prayer,
volunteering, and financial support to
continue the mission of encouraging,
educating & equipping more Catholic families
to foster and adopt.
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