“True pa en‘tSIove
is ready te,go béyond
the bonds of flesh
and blood in order to
accept children from

other families.”
~ Pope John Paul 11,
Evangelium Vitae
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What does true parental love look like for the birth family, the
adoptive family, and the child who is adopted?

Kate, who placed her
daughter for adoption:

“The adoptive couple, who
are extraordinary people,
gave me space and brought
me roses... We didn’t know
what open adoption meant,
exactly, but we knew that we
were doing something new,
planting the seeds for a new
and different relationship.”

Delsonora, adopted as an infant:

THE ADOPTION TRIAD
ADOPTEI

Gabriela, adoptive
mother of two:

“l love our birth mom with
all my heart. She trusted
us with the most precious
of treasures, our darling
daughter Ana. Through all
of her own struggles and
difficulties, she saw her
way to a completely
selfless act of love.”

“My mother was, understandably, afraid that one
day, one or both of us would reject our parents in
favor of our birth parents. We never did, but she
dreaded hearing, ‘You’re not my real mother!” What
my grandmother said was this: If you raise them with
enough love, they’ll have room in their hearts for
both of you.”
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Springs ofp Lroe

CATHOLIC FOSTER & ADOPTION SUPPORT

For more foster and adoption stories and
videos, visit
springsoflove.org.

.



0{ .5, i8 more in reach
than you think.

For many couples and families, the idea of adopting sounds
appealing, but also overwhelming!

Don’t let the myths surrounding adoption stop
you from growing your family in a beautiful way.
Adoption is too expensive. There aren’t enough
children to adopt. Adoptive parents aren’t the
“real” parents. Only perfect parents can adopt.
Birth parents might take their child back. What
if I don’t bond with my adopted child?

Go to springsoflove.org to find out the truth
about adoption. Don’t let fear hold you back.

Start with (e lep

The adoption process will take time, effort, and involve some heartache
along the way, but if this is where God is calling you, He will provide a way.
To discern if this might be God’s path for you, start by taking one step. ..
then another.

Start with prayer. Discernment about anything is an ongoing, loving
conversation with the Lord, and that’s especially true when considering
fostering and adoption. Staying close to the Lord in prayer is key to
weathering it with peace and joy.

Talk with your spouse about your hopes and fears about fostering or
adopting.

Watch the Springs of Love true and inspiring stories of fostering and
adoption featured on FORMED and EWTN On-Demand and at
springsoflove.org.

Ask others who have fostered or adopted about their

experiences. These conversations can give you insight

and help build fellowship with a supportive community.

Sign up for a free virtual foster and adoption

discernment retreat at springsoflove.org.

Learn about waiting children & fostering to adopt through

your local foster care agency or call a private agency for next steps.



