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Dear Dr., Henkel:

Pleased to learn of the good work that Springs of Love, which is based here in the Diocese
of Columbus, is doing in our parishes and communities and nationally, as the Bishop of the Diocese
of Columbus, I wanted to offer not only my gratitude but also my whole-hearted support for the
apostolate’s efforts in building a culture of fostering and adoption in our Catholic parishes.

The mission of Springs of Love - to raise up more Catholic foster and adoptive families
and to support those touched by fostering and adoption through educational programming, small
groups, and parish care teams — is an integral part of proclaiming the Gospel of Life.

Springs of Love helps inform Catholics about both the beauty and the challenges of
fostering and adoption with attention to such issues as adoption after infertility, the impact of
trauma on children, parenting a child with special needs, the language surrounding fostering and
adopting, the role of the Church in caring for children in need of parents, and more.

Springs of Love also engages the lay faithful and parish communities in supporting families
who discern the call to foster and/or adopt. One of the most powerful ways that the Church can
support vulnerable children in care is by offering practical support to the families who love them,

in addition to supporting them with prayer.
Assuring you and all at Springs of Love of my blessing, [ am

Sincerely yours in Christ,
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Most Reverend Earl K. Fernandes
Bishop of Columbus

198 East Broad Street, Columbus, OH 43215-3702 | columbuscatholic.org | 614.224.2251



